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                Last night President Trump gave his first State of the Union address. It was clear that one of his goals was to convince his audience that his administration has made our country safer and stronger. But in one of the high points of his address, it wasn’t the strength of his administration that he appealed to, but the strength of the American people: “The state of our union is strong because our people are strong.”

Strong, safe and healthy. It’s what we all want to be. While these things are fine for us to desire, what happens when we as a society become a little too obsessed with becoming strong and prosperous? (more…)

                
                                
                                
                2018 Update: This is a post originally written for the 2016 year. I’m updating it again for the third year. I’ve also included recommendations for a few devotionals to accompany your daily Bible reading, books to help you in your communion with God, as well as a recommendation for a book on productivity in the New Year. I hope this post helps you reach your goals!

And hey, before you get started, can I just be honest? I fell off my plan the past few months. In fact, you could say I’ve been completely undisciplined in this area. Perhaps you find yourself in a similar spot, maybe even ashamed because you couldn’t stick to your 2017 goal. The good news is, there is grace for us when we fail; grace that picks us up to keep going. Our Father is not ashamed of you for trying – and you shouldn’t be either.



I want to persuade you to start a personal Bible reading plan for 2018. But first, a personal anecdote.

I used to be one of those people who scoffed at the concept of Bible reading plans. All of these books and calendars that aim to help Christians read through the Bible in a certain length of time just seemed too “restrictive” to me. I had convinced myself that whenever I read the Bible, it needed to be something I felt like doing. Besides, if I try to read through the Bible in a year, how could I possibly study every intricate detail of each passage that I read? Instead, I told myself that it was better to study one book in depth at a time, so that I could learn it like the back of my hand.

Unfortunately, my excuses were just my own spiritual blindness and hard-heartedness. Between having convinced myself that Bible reading needed to come from the motivation of my emotion and feelings, combined with the fact that I wanted to read extremely slowly (and focus more on a commentary than the Biblical text itself) – the end result was that I read very little Bible. So little, in fact, that it wasn’t until recently that I actually read through the entire Bible.

Can you relate to making excuses as it pertains to reading your Bible? What excuses do you make? Does your job get in the way? Your kids? Is there “just not enough time in the day”? We all do it. My goal here is not to get you to feel down on yourself, but instead I want to encourage you by providing some practical reasons why you should use a Bible reading plan, as well as give you some practical helps on how to do this in 2018. (more…)

                
                                
                                
                A few years ago I had a neighbor from Texas. He was in his mid-30’s and had already served two tours in Afghanistan. His southern drawl was deep, as was his love for his country. If anyone embodied the southern, Texas stereotype it was him.

One night we were out talking in front of our homes and the conversation of faith came up. I was very excited at the opportunity to share the gospel with him, and so I wanted to try and ground the conversation in Scripture. In my head I thought, “Well, let’s go to a passage everyone knows.” The passage that came to my mind was the Parable of the Two Brothers from Luke 15. I began to refer to the parable as I was sharing with him. But after only a few short sentences, my neighbor stopped me and said, “Ben, I have no idea what you’re talking about.”

At the time, I was stunned. How does someone not know this parable? Even more shocking – how does someone from the conservative Bible belt not know this parable? (more…)

                
                                
                                
                

If you’re running a business online, is important to chose the right web hosting. Choosing a good web hosting is a lot harder than you think. All hosting companies would say they provide the best service to their users and there are services that even offer dedicated hosting for your sites. But if you follow the small business guide to SEO & online marketing, you will know that there is more to a hosting than what they call small business. Check below for what to consider:

1. Unavailable If your web hosting company is not available then you would have to look for a backup option. Your backup provider is usually a local backup service. For instance, VPS in India or backups in US.

2. Unproven Ask your family, friends or relatives. They may be business savvy and know how to read a balance sheet or financial statements. If they don’t have access to these, get them.

3. Unscrupulous Look for a reputable hosting provider that is reliable. Choose a provider that has real reviews from real customers. Review websites and service online. Read the terms and conditions and compare costs and charges for your choice. Compare prices on different hosting providers and see how much money you can save.

4. Spam or Data Theft If you will be hosting any websites, make sure the hosting service will never contact you by email or sms. No junk emails, unwanted emails or excessive marketing messages. Make sure they don’t store any log files, any cookies, any session cookie, any web bugs and any data from your website.

5. Latency Do not make your site inaccessible on days of heavy internet traffic. Latency is also called the delay in transmission. It shows how far it takes to send a message from one point to another. Latency affects speed and delivery.

6. Lack of Security Ask your hosting provider to put the website on a secure server. Ask them to use SSL encryption. SSL encrypts your connection to the web server. For an attacker to access your site, he would have to get access to your website using your web server. So get your website ready with an SSL encryption certificate.

7. Long Distance Make sure you will be able to access your website from abroad. Choose a service with a huge range of server locations. Make sure they have direct access to the data center from where you will be taking your website. Also make sure that the servers you select have a high ping and very high download speed to ensure the best performance of your website.

8. No Security Guarantee It is highly recommended to have a refund policy with your hosting provider. However, your hosting provider should give you a full refund for any reason. However, there are cases where no refund is given after several days or the site is shutdown. If you think the way they handle your money is not enough, you should consider looking for a different provider.

9. Other Costs Some hosting providers charge you for things like email, remote support, web hosting premium account and most popular discounts such as shared hosting and etc.

Now that you know how important it is to choose a good web hosting provider, let us know which is the best for small businesses!

Best Small Business Hosting Online
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